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Is It Still Fall in Annapolis?
Thinking about a Scheduled Meeting

Prof. Shai Feldman and Dr. Khalil Shikaki

Based on an initiative announced by U.S. President George W.
Bush on July 16, 2007, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has
scheduled a “meeting” in Annapolis, Maryland, for later this
month, in an attempt to advance the prospects of Palestinian-
Israeli accommodation. Aside from the meeting’s location,
its approximate date, and its general purpose, nothing about
this important meeting seems to have been determined. Not
surprisingly, important possible players are yet to confirm their
participation pending clarification of the meeting’s purpose,
focus, and structure.

Critics from within and outside the Middle East have been quick to criticize
the proposed “meeting.” A chorus of voices has pointed out the weakness of
the Israeli leadership, which has never fully recovered from its mismanagement
of its summer 2006 war with Hezbollah; the near-total fragmentation of the
Palestinian body politic, now torn politically as well as geographically between
Fatah in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza; and the low standing of the Bush
administration, now engaged in a futile attempt to recover from its launching
and conduct of the war in Iraqg.

Yet, as is normally the case in the Middle East, misfortunes also create new
opportunities. Hamas's violent usurpation of Gaza has—at least partially and
momentarily—freed the Palestinian Authority president, Mahmoud Abbas,
from the so-called “Hamas factor.” Moreover, recent public opinion polls
show that Hamas may be losing public support as an increasing number of
Palestinians blame the movement for the dire conditions under which the Gaza
Strip’s population lives. For his part, Israel’s prime minister, Ehud Olmert, has
a strong incentive to preside over some progress toward peace to counter the
domestic ill will created not only by the summer 2006 war but by the various






